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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2010-444
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: June 8, 2010
Committee(s) of Reference: F, TEU
Date of Analysis: June 10, 2010
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; authorization of service assessments and lien procedures
Bill Summary: The bill amends the Ordinance Code to create a new Chapter 715 – Service Assessments – to provide a mechanism for levying and collecting assessments on real property for the provision of various public services.  The chapter defines various terms; provides procedures for determining the cost of providing public services, advertising preliminary assessments, levying and collecting final assessments; provides for imposition of liens for failure to pay assessments due; and establishes appeal mechanisms and methods of correcting errors and omissions.
Background Information: The chapter provides for use of Florida’s “Uniform Collection Assessment Act” which authorizes the use of non-ad valorem assessments on the regular property tax bill, enforceable by means of a lien against the property benefitting from the service provision.  The chapter calls for the adoption of an Initial Assessment Ordinance describing the service to be provided and outlining the boundaries of the benefitting properties, a calculation of the Service Cost, development of an initial assessment roll, a notice publication and public hearing process, and adoption of a Final Assessment Ordinance.
Policy Impact Area: Public service cost assessment, collection and funding
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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